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Since the publication of the last Annual Report of the European Shortsea Network (ESN), two new Shortsea Promotion 
Centres (SPC) have joined the very “selective” cluster of people and organisations promoting short sea shipping and 
intermodality in Europe.  
 
We are very pleased to welcome Bulgaria and Lithuania as new members of the ESN in 2007. 
 
By increasing the number of members, -we are now 20 SPCs in Europe-, the ESN can actually benefit even more from 
the “Vishnu-Shiva Effect”, i.e. more arms, strengths and possibilities to fight against the “road-only” attitude, in the 
struggle to gain the hearts and minds of European shippers and truckers. 
 
In December 2007, an important ESN meeting took place in Lisbon in connection with a DG-TREN/”Focal Points” meeting 
and a Marco Polo II Conference co-organised by SPC Portugal. It shows how effective the links between the SPC’s and 
Europe can be, and how the ESN and the European Commission can work together, in good understanding and 
coordination. 
 
However, even though the work performed by all the SPC is really impressive, the lack of means and financial resources 
is still very critical, throwing spanners in the works. Indeed, the extension of the scope of SPC to intermodality is presently 
slowed down by this long-lasting and disturbing scarcity of means and resources.  
 
As chairman of the ESN, we fully trust in the “power” of information dissemination and networking. We also would like to 
stress that even when every SPC carries on its own activities, the whole network is involved in common actions and 
projects at the European level, such as “Shortsea XML” or “2E3S” -the European School of Short Sea Shipping. 
 
We would like to thank all our members, colleagues and partners, individuals and organisations promoting shortsea 
shipping and intermodality, for their valuable support and commitment all along the year. 
 
2007 has seen the emergence of a new concept with “the European Maritime Transport Space without barriers“ and a 
new approach with the “EU Freight Transport Logistics Action Plan”. Let’s bring them to reality in 2008 ! 
 
In 2008, like in 2007 and in the previous years, the ESN will continue to work actively promoting shortsea shipping and 
intermodality, aiming at a Green “European Transport Space without barriers” for a genuine and effective sustainable 
mobility in Europe. 
 
 
 
SPC France 
Jean-Marie Millour 
Chairman of the ESN 
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The SPC Belgium was founded in 1998 under the 
umbrella of Promotion Inland Navigation and has been 
developed since then as a neutral, non commercial 
intermediate party, 100% financed by the Flemish 
Region. Companies are consulting us for a wide 
spectrum of questions and problems : from sailing 
opportunities to technical issues. Due to our own 
extensive network and the expertise available in the 
European Shortsea Network, a large percentage of the 
questions can be answered. Companies with questions 
about their transport are brought in contact with possible 
partners.  
 
The sustainable use of shortsea shipping by shippers, 
forwarders and logistic companies is illustrated by the 
growing shortsea shipping figures in ports and on the 
canals. In 2007 about 129,3 million tons of various 
shortsea cargo was handled in the 4 Flemish ports. This 
represents a growth of 7.3% compared to 2006. The 
sss- tonnage has increased by 46% since 1999, the first 
year the promotion centre gathered complete shortsea 
statistics in Flanders. Again more than 50% of the total 
cargo handled in the 4 ports is shortsea cargo. Also the 
sea-river traffic grew again but only on the canal 
Brussels-Scheldt. The Albertcanal suffered from 
decreasing tonnages, still as result of infrastructural 
bottlenecks hampering the development of the sea-river 
traffic (limitation in air draft under the bridges). 
 
Within ESN bilateral and multilateral actions are 
organised. Together with the Finnish collegues a 
workshop was organised in Helsinki and Kotka, focusing 
on the shortsea traffic between Finland and the Flemish 
ports and with specific attention for the transit to Russia. 
For the third time we had an informal round table with 
members of the Transport Committee of the European 
Parliament, exchanging views on the development of 
shortsea shipping, subsidy programs…  
 
For the second time an international Shortsea 
conference took place in Bruges. Our promotion centre 
explained the role of the Network and made a 
presentation on how the market is approached.  
 
 
 
 

By means of best practices the potential user of SSS is 
informed in a very practical and clear way why shortsea 
shipping is a sustainable part of a transport chain. 
These best practices are exchanged between the 
members of ESN and can also be used to solve certain 
bottlenecks in other countries. 
 
The promotion centre had together with Promotion 
Inland Navigation a stand on the 3 days’ international 
trade fair ‘Transport and Logistics’ in Antwerp, 
promoting the possible synergy between the two modes 
and their role in the transport chain. 
 
The promotion centre often joins missions and port days 
of the Flemish ports. The Flemish prime minister 
announced in 2007 the “Flanders Port Area” concept, 
stressing the strengths of the four ports in the global 
promotion campaigns, a vision shared by the promotion 
centre. We also use the visits of logistic and/or 
economic delegations out of European countries to give 
a presentation on SSS. In 2007 we had a Latvian group 
visiting the Flemish ports. 
 
An initiative of the Flemish and Dutch government 
resulted in an extensive Northsea Taskforce for 
Motorways of the Sea. A call for proposals was 
launched: out of the received ones, projects will be 
submitted to the European Commission at the occasion 
of the official call in 2008. 
 
In 2007 the new businessplan (2007-2010) was issued 
and approved. There are three basic elements 
supporting the plan: the fieldwork (contacting and 
visiting potential and existing users of SSS), the 
bottlenecks follow up (including policy preparing actions) 
and extending the networking. Especially the fieldwork 
is being enforced by a very active communication: 
newsletters, e-news, press moments, publications, 
presentations… with the accent on practical information 
i.e. best practices. 
 
As follow up of previously organised workshops the 
promotion centre also concentrates on document flow, 
conditions for a specific shortsea terminal in the port(s), 
flexibility of labour, pilot tariffs, … 
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The Shortsea Promotion Centre in Sweden – Maritime 
Forum (in Swedish “Sjöfartsforum”) – was established in 
1996. Maritime Forum is an association of 96 paying 
members. These are companies, organizations and 
authorities such as shipping lines, port companies, 
shipbrokers, agencies, universities and schools, unions, 
banks and finance institutes, shippers and various 
organizations, authorities and other companies related 
to the shipping industry. The fees from the members 
correspond to 88 percent of the income. The additional 
12 percent comes from the Swedish Maritime 
Administration supporting short sea promotion activities. 
 
Object, external target groups and main topics 
The object of Maritime Forum is to: 
- increase knowledge about shipping as an industry and  
  mode of transportation 
- inform about the possibilities and advantages of  
  seabourne trade and transportation 
- highlight the important role of shipping both for the  
  society and the industry 
- inform about shipping as an interesting sector for  
  employment and education 
- stimulate openness, co-operation and discussions  
  within the shipping cluster 
 
The main external target groups are politicians, 
decision-makers, media and young people.  
 
During 2007 Maritime Forum primarily worked with the 
information and promotion of intermodal transportation, 
environmentally efficient seabourne transportation, short sea 
shipping, inland waterway transportation, new 
environmentally friendly and sustainable ship design, ports as 
important hubs, the future shipping challenges, Motorways of 
the Sea, Marco Polo and recruiting. 
 
Some of the 2007 activities: 
- Four breakfast meetings at the Parliament with topics  
  covering presentation of Swedish shipping actors, the  
  growing seabourne passenger traffic, shipping and the  
  environment and innovating intermodal solutions. 
- Half-day seminar on shipping and the environment  
  presenting new innovative ship design, a Swedish  
  system for ballast water cleaning, environmental efforts  
  in ports,ferry traffic within Stockholm, etc. 
- Summer seminar at the “politician week”, in the city of  

  Visby on Gotland, the biggest island in Sweden. The   
  main topic was ports being important hubs for  
  intermodal transportation solutions. 
- World Maritime Day, a half day seminar on “Shipping  
  and the environment – challenges, possibilities and  
  solutions”. 
- Half-day seminar on strategic Swedish ports and  
  infrastructure. 
- Speaker at a Climate Conference organised by the  
  Green Party, covering the possibilities of shortsea  
  shipping, inland shipping and intermodal transportation  
  solutions.  
- Speaker at Lloyd’s Short Sea Conference in Brugge. 
- Co-organisers, participants, moderator and/or part of  
   the advisory board for several  shipping and  
   transportation exhibitions or smaller conferences.  
 
Other businesses 
Per Jessing, chairman of Maritime Forum 2007, has also 
been vice chairman European Energy and Transport Forum 
(EEFT) and rapporteur representing European Transport 
Workers’ Federation presenting a forum opinion on “A 
European Vision for the Oceans and Seas”.  
 
Maritime Forum was also involved in the promotion work 
for XML, the study regarding Intermodal Promotion 
Centres and being advisors to companies regarding 
participation in Marco Polo and TEN-T programmes. 
 
Year of transition 
Internally 2007 was a year of internal changes. The 
office moved within Gothenburg in the beginning of the 
year and prepared for a permanent move to Stockholm 
in January 2008. Per Jessing, chairman of Maritime 
Forum, left the board at the annual meeting early 
February after having served the organization since 
1996. 
 
Maritime Forum has also during 2007 finalized the 
tutoring of Grand IV. In addition Maritime Forum and 
Rail Forum have discussed possible cooperation in 
order to promote intermodal transportation solutions. 
 
Environmental award 
Last, but not least, the Maritime Forum Environmental 
Award was 2007 awarded Alfa Wall AB for the ballast 
water cleaning system PureBallast. 



    
 
 

    
  SPC United Kingdom 
 
 
As an island nation, the UK has an enormous coastline 
per capita ratio. Therefore, the lines are blurred between 
short-sea, coastal and inland waterways. Sea and 
Water promotes all three collectively so that water 
becomes a viable alternative transport mode for freight 
movements in the UK. At its inception in 2003, Sea and 
Water faced the challenge of bringing together the 
largely fragmented water-freight industry.  
 
In 2007, Sea and Water turned its attention to two 
additional challenges: encouraging potential users to 
choose water freight solutions and addressing and 
influencing policy decisions. Sea and Water worked with 
UK businesses to adapt their supply chains to include 
water-freight links. We assisted both Sainsbury’s and 
Tesco (two major retailers) with pilot schemes on the 
River Thames and the Manchester Ship Canal. We also 
campaigned for the Prescott Lock, a lock-and-control 
structure that will be utilised to transport building 
materials by river for the 2012 Olympics. 
 

 
 
 
Other activities 
 
- Hosted a dinner party at the House of Lords to discuss  
  opportunities for water-freight transportation in the UK 
 
- Began work on our recently published report, A Vision  
  for UK Freight Towards 2018 and Beyond 
 
- Began work on the CIPROC project, in liaison with  
  other SPCs to encourage inter-modal transport 
 
- Participated in the Olympic Development Authority’s  
  Industry Day, the Prince’s May Day summit and other  
  key events 
 

- Produced a series of case studies on successful water  
  transport schemes in the UK 
 

 
 
In December, Sea and Water restructured to reflect 
modern governance practices for a membership 
organisation. This process was consolidated in April 
2008. Under this new framework, Sea and Water’s core 
activities for 2008 will include: 
 
- short-sea, coastal and inland waterway promotion 
 
- campaigning for a planning landscape conducive to  
  water-freight transportation  
 
- grants assistance 
 
- assisting UK business with water-transportation  
   opportunities to help them meet their corporate social 
   responsibility goals  
 
- hosting quarterly events 
 
- acting as a conduit between Government and the  
   water-freight industry 
 
For more information, go to www.seaandwater.org 
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Shortsea Promotion Centre Belgium 
Fao: Mr. W. de Decker 
Straatsburgdok – Noordkaai 1A 
B-2030  Antwerp 
Belgium 
Phn: +32 3 2020520 - Fax: +32 3 2020524 
e-mail: shortsea@shortsea.be  
internet: www.shortsea.be 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Finland 
Fao: Mrs. R. Pöntynen 
P.O. Box 181 
FIN-28101 Pori 
Finland 
Phn: +358-2-3338103 - Fax: +358-2-6272708 
e-mail: shortsea@shortsea.fi  
internet: www.shortsea.fi 

Intermodal & Shortsea Promotion Centre Bulgaria 
Fao: Mr. G. Petkov 
P.O. Box 2 
9000 Varna 
Bulgaria 
Phn: +359 52 60 10 11- Fax: +359 52 60 10 11 
e-mail: shortseabg@yahoo.com / balkanintermodal@yahoo.com
internet: under construction 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre France 
Fao: Mr. J.M. Millour 
47, rue de Monceau 
F-75008 Paris 
France 
Phn: +33 1 53 89 52 41 - Fax: +33 1 53 89 52 53 
e-mail: Shortsea@shortsea.fr 
internet: www.shortsea.fr 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Croatia 
Fao: Mr. J. Bukša 
Lošinjska plovidba Brodarstvo d.o.o. 
Splitska 2/4 
51000 Rijeka 
Croatia  
Phn: +385 5135220-2 Fax: +385 51352205/ +385 51319003 
e-mail: juraj.buksa@losinjplov.com.hr  / zgaljic@shortsea.hr 
internet: www.shortsea.hr 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Germany 
ShortSeaShipping Inland Waterway Promotion Center 
Fao: Mr. G. Waischnor 
C/o Bundesmin.für Verkehr,Bau- und Stadtentwicklung  
Robert-Schuman Platz 1 
D-53175 Bonn 
Germany 
Phn: +49 228 300 4890 - Fax: +49 228 30097 4890 
e-mail: waischnor@shortseashipping.de 
internet: www.shortseashipping.de 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Cyprus 
Fao: Mr. P. Avgousti 
Limassol Port - P.O. Box 53331  
3302 Limassol 
Cyprus 
Phn: +357 25 561792 - Fax: +357 25 561790 
e-mail: info@shortsea.org.cy  
internet: www.shortsea.org.cy 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Greece 
Fao: Mr. C.K. Papageorgakis 
p/a Med. Cargo Vessels Shipow. 81 
Akti Miaouli  
185 38 Piraeus 
Greece 
Phn: +30 210 4525567/6236 - Fax: +30 210 4280184 
e-mail: eemfp@ath.forthnet.gr  
internet: www.shortsea.gr 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Denmark 
Fao: Mr. S. Sabinsky 
33 B, Amaliegade 
DK-1256 Copenhagen K 
Denmark 
Phn: +45 33 337488 - Fx: +45 33 327938 
e-mail: ssa@maritimecenter.dk  
internet: www.shortsea.dk 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Holland  
Fao: Mr. S. van’t Verlaat 
Koddeweg 37 
3194 DH  Hoogvliet 
The Netherlands 
Phn: +31 10 2041888 - Fax: +31 10 2041889 
e-mail: shortsea@shortsea.nl  
internet: www.shortsea.nl 
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Shortsea Promotion Centre Ireland 
Fao: Mrs. V. Vogel 
Marine Institue-Foras na Mara 
80 Harcourt Street 
Dublin 2 
Ireland 
Phn: +353 1 4766500 - Fax: +353 1 4784988 
e-mail: imdo@marine.ie  
internet: www.imdo.ie 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Poland 
Fao: Mr. D. Salata 
ul Bytomska 7 
PL 70-603  Szczecin 
Poland 
Phn: +48 91 430 8448 - Fax: +48 91 430-8321 
e-mail: biuro@shortsea.pl 
 internet: www.shortsea.pl 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Italy 
Fao: Mrs. A. Esposito 
Piazza SS. Apostoli 66 
I 00187 Rome 
Italy 
Phn: +39 06 69200569 - Fax: +39 06 6795888 
e-mail: info@shortsea.it  
internet: www.shortsea.it  
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Portugal 
Fao: Mr. Dr. A. Belmar da Costa 
Short Sea TMCD, Rua do Alecrim 19 
1200-014  Lisboa, Portugal 
Phn: +351 21 342 09 88 - Fax: +351 21 342 1895 
e-mail: antoniobelmar@agepor.pt  
internet: www.geocities.com/shortseapt 
 

Intermodal & Shortsea Promotion Centre Lithuania 
Fao: Mr. A. Sakalys 
Plytines 27 
LT-10105 Vilnius 
Lithuania 
Phn: +370 6 56 53093- Fax: +370 5 237 0555 
e-mail: algirs@ti.vgtu.lt 
internet: www.ccitl.vgtu.lt 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Spain 
Fao:Mr. J.F. Vidal 
Jorge Juan, 19 – 6 
E-28001  Madrid  
Spain 
Phn:+34 91 7815441 Fax:+34 91 7815442 
e-mail:info@shortsea.es  
internet: www.shortsea.es 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Malta 
Fao: Mr. C. Abela 
C/O Malta Maritime Authority 
Xatt I-Ghassara ta' I-Gheneb 
Marsa MRS 1917, Malta 
Phn: +356 21 222203 - Fax: +356 21 222208 
e-mail: charles.abela@mma.gov.mt 
internet: www.shortsea.org.mt 
 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Sweden 
Fao: Ms. A. Risfelt Hammargren 
Ropstensslingan 11B 
SE 115 42 Stockholm 
Sweden 
Phn: +46 08 41054046- Fax: +46 8662 78 25 
e-mail: anna.hammargren@maritimeforum.se 
internet: www.maritimeforum.se 

Shortsea Promotion Centre Norway 
Fao: Mr. T. Saxegaard 
c/o Maritimt Forum 
P.O Box 1452 Vika 
N-0116 Oslo 
Norway 
Phn: +47 22 40 15 50 - Fax: +47 22 41 57 21 
e-mail: shortsea@shortseashipping.no 
internet: www.shortseashipping.no 

Shortsea Promotion Centre UK 
Fao: Ms. Y.Coello 
Queen Anne's Business Centre 
28 Broadway 
London SW1H 9JX 
Great Britain 
Phn: +44 20 7340 9531 - Fax: +44 20 7340 9530 
e-mail: Yariella.coello@seaandwater.org 
internet: www.seaandwater.org 
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